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one man, John Baskett. In the printing of the
Bible and Book of Common Prayer, however, the
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge have also
a share; but all the other Government work is done
by Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode.

Charles Eyre, not being a practical printer, ob-
tained the co-operation of William Strahan. On
the renewal of the patent in 1798, the name of John
Reeves was inserted, but Mr. Strahan purchased
his interest. In 1829, the patent was again re-
newed to George Eyre, the son of Charles, John
Reeves, and Andrew Strahan. George Edward
Eyre, son of George William Strahan, was born at
Edinburgh in April 1715, and, after serving his ap-
prenticeship in Edinburgh, took his way to London,
where, it is believed, he found a post in the office of
Andrew Miller. In 1770 the printing-house was
removed from Blackfriars to New Street, near Gough
Square, Fleet Street. William Strahan was inti-
mately associated with the best literature of his
time, among those for whom he published being
Dr. Johnson, Hume, Adam Smith, Robertson, and
many other eminent writers. In 1774 he was
Master of the Stationers' Company and Member
of Parliament for Malmesbury ; in the next Parlia-
ment he sat for Wootton Bassett. Among his
greatest friends was Benjamin Franklin, who kept
up a correspondence with him in spite of the strong
political differences between them. Strahan died
at New Street on gth July 1785, leaving three sons